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E Pike at the end of the summer a8 no

than made ftself ready for the awtumn busi-
ness. Few of the showmen have more than
balanced their outgo with income, and some of their

. - .
accounts would figure out bapkruptey if closed up

now. But the tardy crowds are gounted on to come
with the cooler “weather and they will be as wel-
come as any harvest ever was after a famine. The
stage entertainments, which have lapsed into lan-

gour during the heat, are already enlivened for the
sutumn season. There new embodiment of Irish
modesty at the Irish theatre in Sheila Kelly, a shy
dances as an ideal bogtrotter chould;
but, alas for the ision She is billed as the cham-
pion dancer of all Ireland, and therefore must be
classed among professional artists in pedal culture.
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And.there are new embodiments of Turkish immod-
esty at ¢he Constantinople theatre in the Fatima
Twins, bold sirens who  dance with twists and

squirms as all the couchee-couchee gereatures do. 1
mention these recruits because they represent the ex-
tremes of « and assertive femininity on view here.

It may | rasant to read that the immodesty is
confined to the Turks and East Indians, Women of
no other nation are put forward here deplorably,
You have to go a mile away in one direction to see
American womewy ijn the damnce hall of ar Arizona
camj nd even there the viciousness is under close
it; and you have to 2o a mile in another di-
rection to see Fili o women in fhe Igorotte vil-
lage, and there i that the nudity, about which
s0 much has be is excessive oniy in the men.

In passing I vou into the secret. There

never was ar authorities of putting
trousers -on the the Philippines. Of
course, some 1 ¥ i were shocked, and
they may itten letiers of protest to Presi-
dent Roosev as theyv did to President Franacis, but
no official attention was paid to them. The agitation
of the sublect in print was due Yo 4 press agent, and
parties . interested were willi to-help him. But
the women commissioners wouldn't lend themselves

ing device of an imvestigation
1 mind going to an Igorotte dance and
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making a port?”’ was asked of Mrg, Manning the
chairwoman.

“I can report without a visit,”” the level-headed
lady replied: "to put trousers on those innocent legs
would be wicked
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SOME ECCENTRIC

in red on the faces of con- |

; jinrikshas are not permitted by the official censor of

more— the pike to wear their ordinary working clothes,

which consist of a sash and a breechciout. They
tell of a jovial American girl touring who, after be-
ing drawn to a 5 o'clock tea in Tokio by a nearly
naked native, came back to her hotel with him in
the cart and herself between the thills.

“For a change,’ 'she explained, “I Yhought T'd
rather make the return trip with him- behind me
instead of in fromt.”

The jinriksha pullers at the fair arc as
garbed as the wheeichair pushers, and-a Jap. in a
match race with an American twice around the half-
mile track in the Stadium. won by a dozen lengihs
of the contrasting vehicles, aithough he ran under
the handicap of a passenger in his cgrt, while the
chair was empty.

But the chair pusher is a “winner over the jinrik-
sha puller in the competition for fair fares at the
fair. He is in most cases a collegian earning money
this summer for next winter's expenses, and as like-
Iy as not he is good looking enough to be a hand-
some figure in his neat uniform. It is easy fer a girl
to imagine that he is a mighty oarsman or footballer
and that his muscularity becomes sentimental, even
thoug sordidly employed, when it propels her.
He is a guide, too, and his duty, she is ready to be-
lieve, becomes a pleasure to her, as it ig to
her, when he talks with his lips elose to her ear.
She lolis serenely voluptuous in her seat and fancies
how,
would wither the wretch with regal scorn if he
vielded to temptation and kissed her. It is a digsen-
chanting possibility, of course, that his arms ache,
his feet burn, his back twinges, and the uppermost
wish of his heart is that his passenger weighed one
hundred pounds instead of two.

As compared with him, the Jap man-motor is no
better than a horse and might as well be a donkey
hitched to one of the jaunting cars from the Irish
village. These three diverse conveyancs hip to give
cosmopolitan aspects to the Pike. Sometimes they
provide comic sights, such as a tired-out fat woman
sleeping soundly in a wheel-chair like a monster in-
fant in a perambulator; a hilarious old man whoop-
ing it up in a jinriksha like a rounder om a spree in
a hansom, or a rustic family of six, to say nothing
of a baby. trying not to fall out of a jaunting car
built for four. ’

The Pike in the evening is an elecirical dream—
or nightmare. New York is wide-eyed this summer

fully

at the illumination of Luma Park and Dreamland.
If these two resorts amd all the others at Coney

| Island

£ N

and

headact

like a haughty princess adored by a plebeian,’

S——

were placed along a single midway they | made up a big purse of

AMERICAN EXCUSES FOR DRINKING.

265299
wouldn{ equal this milssat the fair, with its archi-
tecture of many countries luminous with a million
lamps. Some of the Pike shows have been described
in this corresnondence unfavorably, and a Tew de-
nounced as no better than traps set to catch the
unwary; but Comey Island’'s best—with iwo excep-
tions—is not as good as the Piké’s best. and the
Pike's worst is not as bad as Coney's worst.

The firemen's exhibitions of Luma Park and
Dreamiand are the exceptions noted. As theatrical
shows they beat the one given here. 25 eéach has a
spacious street sceme. in which a pantomimic farce
is acted., with many peopie, horses aad vehicles, be-
fore the conflagration. However, as a digpified dis-
play of the methods of a modern fire departmest, the
one of the Pike has the best equipment and the best
serviee. The director is Chief Halt. a western veteran
fire fighter, grown rich, and he emvnioys twenty ex-
pert firemen from several western cities. The Ilatest
quick methods of getting to a fire and putting it eut
are operated under stop-watch time and are kept up
to the best record. We sce a blaze start in a six-
story tenement. A voliceman seunds in an alarm to
an engine house 250 feet away. The firemen are asleep ™
in their rooms, which are open to our view. At the

"sound of the gong they spring from tHeir beds and

slide\down poles to the main floor, where horses are
hitched to an engine and a ladder wagon in an in-
stant. The machines vome tearing un the street to
the burning house. Inmates are at the windows cry-
ing for help. The rescue crvew climbs up the front
of the building with scaling ladders, adjusts ropes for
some of the imperilled ones to descend by, carry
others' down in their arms, drop a boy into a blanket
and perform feats of difficulty and danger. Mean-
while, hose has been laid, streams are thrown on the
fire and there is all the excitement of 8 real confia-
gration, with the_fire fighters very busy but eaim.
The realism rouses enthusiasny. vou see, other
than frivolous entertainmentis can prosper here. -

In the matter of Pike gaiety, there is a keen lack
of a new frisky tune» The Midway at Chicago evolved
the air which, based on the pipe-blowing and drum-
beating of the Streets of Cairo, has stood ever
for all that is reckless in amusements. Probably thou-
sands of composers, amateur and professional, have
tried to provide a similariy popular and profitable
tune for the Pike to adopt. Hundreds of these eiforts

So,

since

have been printed and exploited, but all in vai Mot
one is heard at the fair. The couchee orehestras still
blow and beat away on the ould ryth but other mu-
ians are ashamed to play 2 ore the melody
that it inepired. The concess ires. might well have
gold and thrown in a hand-

}

ful of diamonds, for the man who found the wanted
air. It would have characterized the Pike here and
advertised it throughout the length and breadth of
the land. In its absence the musicians get along as
well as they can with ragtime npegroism. best
success is when, well along toward midnight, they
remifid the throng that “there’'s a hot time in the old
town tomnight.” and set the sore soles of the never-
theless exhilirated sonls cakewalking responsively.
Curfew rings throughout all the rest of the fair
at early candlelight. After that the enormous palaces

of industry and art shut their doors, although they
permit electric bulbs to outline their exterior archi-
tecture., But if theirs is & cuwsfew be!l on the Pike,
the maid who says it shall not ring is clinging to its
clapper every night, or else has pulled it out and
thrown it away.” The Jefferson guards are under no
excise orders to close the restaurants. Slungshots
were issued to them recently, instead of pistols, be-

cause they wish to look like soldiers, and not carry
vigible clubs like common policemen. They Hhave
need often of more than bare hands and firsts to
quiet disturbances, as they are not the physical stal-
warts that police forces wye made of, and late at
night the Pike takes on some of the manners of the
Tenderloin.

But that convivial section of New York never
had such an international congress of roystetrers.
rarties of college boy excursionists givg theéir col-
iege yells. Partisans of winners the day's sports
at the stadium are noisy and exultant. Roughs from
St. louis are less polite in the commotion. Well
dressed siummers roam about as they would in Go-
tham. Mingled with these are all manner of for-
eigners in their native costumes, for more than 2,000
of them and half as man; an - Indians are
turned loose afier their ce as exhibits is
over.

One thing strikes the visitor as odd. There are
no bars on the Pike to stand up to. Alcoholic hev-
erages are served in restaurants only and at tables.
“l doen’t mind sitting doewn to drin said an over-
laden lurcher, “it's the getting up that bothers me.”

Visitops wonder that in none of the Pike's foreign
countries food unknown to us is om sa China
provides chop suey, to be sure, but the chicken gnd
rice in the blend is not strange to us, although we
may feel some uncertainty he other ingredi-
ents. Of course, we have n ivings over curry
di in India or peppered ones in Mexico, or garlie
ones in Spain, if th2 meat is familiar; and we drink,
tea in Japan and coffee in Turkey without a quaim:
but we might buy for ¢ h's sake what, for all
we know, might make stomachs ache. So,

while many nations have their

viands and beverages offer very little novelty.

If you come to the Fair. don't do any eating on
the Pike anywar, for if you do you wili pay
notch prices for generally low grade food.
tried them all and in few did I get hailf my money's
I spent al lsums between thirfy-five cents for

worth.

a sandwich and a pint of lager beer to four dollars
for a meal in courses amd a pint of ordinary claret.
One fact was common to my experiments.
was always dear and wuscally poor,
all right in quality, but nowhere on sale at fess than
ten cents a glass, and the bottles, of brews purchasa-
ble in groceries at a half dollar a dozen., were sold
here at a quarter of a dollar apiece.
a dime for a sandwich made of slices of unl
bread and the thinnest shaviang of cheese or ham that

The beer

a sharp knife could cut.

mal prices,
know i
There was a frankfurter man who gold his s
age at a nickel per hot link, imbe«
mustard or horse radish.
double his price.
was being scld at
a smail cup and the buyer had to drink it stand
At his other side a beer booth had
at but the pricc was a dime a glass
were big. to be sure, but

In the more pretentious of the Pi “ho
the prices are as high as at Sherry's, Delmonico’s or

the Waldorf-Astoria in New York.
i

served siap-dash.

ood is ordinary in material, carelessly
1 said a savage zood-bye to Pike
restaurants when I cordered a small sirloin stcak at
a dollar and got a cut of rump that had been smo
in the broiling and let stant till cool before sorving.
At a hundred pldces on the Fair grounds meals may
be had at no more than a reasonable advance on nor-
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“I ain’t no shine,” said
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Here ye git 'em!

five—only five
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That was fortnight ago. [ passed that way
this aftermoon. He was still ¢rying ont the
wares. But his stand no more bore a
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—— —| friends.
| v: Thi fhey next find the Tin Weodman
I » city of Wingles, and afier )
1 e o Tin Woodman lead -
when qui 1 to drive General Jir r
the oid woman companiens out of Scarecrow's palace o
They received a valuakl> reinforceme The ocarecrow.
in the person of Mr."H. M. Wogglec Bug., | — — —— —————————
) ! H. B. This name means Mr. Highly
suspeck 1C2 Muaguitied Woggle Bug, Highly Edu-
arts and thefefore hesitats y associale cated.
her. ; Mr. Woggle Bug's bio phy W
if you ca y or nething like this: For years he had
dowh t Land been a plain, erdinary woggie bug, liv-
r a siart magine ing wn the cracks of the bricks in
airy t oung,de- a commiry schoolhouse, ( day
§ till he is 1 out in schoclmaster goied hin him
; the last page of the beok. veen his finger and } nd for
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